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The humble Petition of the Univerſity 
of OXFORD 


SHBWETH, 


< DJ HAT whereas. the Unis 
K+ verſitie hath bir informed 

2) of ſeyerall Petitions con- 
2a cerning the preſent Go- 
E © ! verament of this Church; 

wr =. & maintenance of Ger. 

nie-which have of late been exhibited to this 
2 &.6 Honourable 


[Uſ (2). 

Honourable Aſſembly ; Wee could nor but 
think our Selves bound in duty. to God, and 
this whole Nation , incharity to our Selves 


— > —— 


2 _ —_ ——— 
On teen, A us tt. os. 
. 


; p . 7 T 
have more then ordinary intereſt in any re- 


ſolution that ſhall bee taken concerning 
Church-affaires, in all humility to defire the 
continuance of that forme af Government; 
which is now eſtabliſhed here,and hath bin 
preſerved in ſome ofthe Eafterne and We- 
{terne Churches , in a continued Succelsion 
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| this preſenttime; the like. whereof cannot 
BY be affirmed. of any other forme of Govern- 
ment in any Church. Upon which conſide- 
ration and ſuch other motives as have beene 


th 
—_ ——  -_— - 9 — — 


liament from other Perſons & places (with 
whom We concurre ) in: behalfe of Epiſco- 
pacy , Wee earneftly deſire, that you would 
protet that- ancient and Apoſtolicall Order 
from ruine or diminution. 

|| And become-farther Suiters for the conti- 


Nuance 


and Succeſſors who have and are like to 


of Biſhops, downe from the very Apoſtles to 


already repreſented tothis Honourable Pars. 


(3) 
nuance of thoſe pious Foundations of Carbee 
dra!l Churches , with their Lands and Re» 
venues, 

As dedicate to the ſervice and honour of 
God , ſoone after the plantation of Chriſtias 
nity in the Engliſh Nation: | 

As thought fit and uſefull ro be preſerved 
for that end,vvhen the Nurſeries of ſuperſti- 
tion vere demoliſhed, and fo continued in 
the laſt and beſt times ſince the bleſled Res 
tormation, under Kinz Edw. 6. 9. E'tzab. 6 
K. James , Princes renowned through the 
world for their piety and wiſdome : 

. AS approved and confirmed by the Lawes 
of this Land, ancient and moderne : 

As the principall outward: motive and 
encouragement of all Students, eſpecially in 
Divinity , and the fitteſt reward of ſome 
deep and eminent Schollars : 

As producing or nouriſhing in all Ages 
many godly and Learned men , who bave 
moſt ſtrongly aflerted the truth of tharReli. 
gion Wee profeſle , againſt the many herce 
oppolitions of our Adverſaries of Rone : 

8 As 


 — 
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\ "As affording a competent portion inan 


 ingenuous way to-many younger Brothers 


of good Parentage, who devote themſelves 
to the Miniſtery of the Goſpel: 

As the onely meanes of {ubfiftence to a 
multicude of Officers and other Miniſters; 
who with tharFamilies depend upon them 
and are wholly maintained by them: 

as the main Authors or upholders of di- 
verſe Schooles, Hoſpitalls, high-waies brid- 
ges, and other publique ant pious works: | 

As fpeciall cauſes of much profit and ad- 
vantape to thole Cities where they are ſcitu- 
ate,not only by relieving their poore & kee- 
ping convenient hoſpitality, but by occaſio- 
ning a frequent reſort of Strangers from o- 
ther parts , to the great benefit of all Tradeſ- 
men, and molt Inhabicants in thoſe places: 

As the goodly Monuments of our Prede- 
ceſſors Piety , and. preſent Honour of this 
Kingdome in theeye of forreigne-Natians: 

As the chiefe ſupport: of many thaufand 
Families of theLaity,vvho enjoy fairecftates 

| —— from 
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"from them in a free way: & 
| As yeelding a conſtant and ample revenue 
to the Crowne: 


And as by which many of the learned 
Profeſſours in our Univerſity are -maintained. 
The ſubverſion or alienation whereof 


- muſt (as weconceive) not only be attended 


with ſuch conſequences 4s Will redound to 


the ſcandal of many well afte&ted to ourRe- 


ligion, but open the mouthes of our Adver- 
faries,and ofPoſterity againſt us,and is likely 
in time to draw after it harder conditions 
upon a conſiderable part of the Laity, an u- 
niverlall cheapneſſe and contempt upon the 
Clergic, alamentable drooping and defe- 


Etion of induſtry and knowledge in the /J1- 


Terſities,which is caſte to foreſee ,but wil be - 
hard to remedy. 


May it therefore pleaſe this Honourable Ai- 
lembly upon theſe and ſuch other ( onfiderati- 
"1s 4s your great Wiſedomes ſhall ſug geſt , to 


fake 
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rake ſuch pious: care” for the 7 continiuance 
WI the fu pu S ao and nine of 
OT according to the beſt intentions. of their. Founs 
SLSR riod; ; as may” bee:to the: moſt furtherance of 
Boy 21; Guds: wbory -and ſervice", the: Honour: of this 
; 1:2-Charch and: Nation, the advancenient of Re- 
hee 4 on and Learnihg; the encouragement of - 
the modeſt hopes and-. honeſt © endeavours -of 


umghde Sinrs in the: Univerinies 


"Who foe and ſhall ever rpray Kee 


; = An. Dom mille6 imo ſexcent quad orimp 
P | - *,_  '& Domo Canvocationis ;-in celebri 
—— ©," Conventy 'DoQorum. ac Magiſtras 
.rum, omnibus & fi ogulis allentiens 
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